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ABSTRACT

This dissertation tried to clearly reinterpret a spatial discourse of city-region governance in
post-Reform China, with the view of globalization. The theoretical framework of this
dissertation was focused on two related spatial discourse: one is “Rescaling,” and the other is
“New Regionalism,” and the topical subject is put on discussing the governance of global
city-region. Importantly, the main work in this dissertation is to make a meaning statement
about reforming a competitive, strategic space by state’s governance capacity under
globalization, and this statement is practical to construct a research framework of global
city-region.

In fact, this violent influence from globalization deeply affects the development of China
urban and region, when the national economy development in China is increasingly
rearticulate with the global current. Therefore, the principle point is that, the new models of
China city-region governance will inevitably face the competitive challenge under
globalization, and keep go on consolidating and collaborating in the meta-regional
governance, through following the declaration of new regionalism. For this reason, rescaling,
a main characteristic in the China, will arise a process of spatial restructuring in the
governance of city-region.

Significantly, it is impossible in China’s regional governance that the development of
city-region in the Yangtze River Delta will emerge, under the overall local fragmentation, due
to the lack of institutional coordination and mechanism. In China, the obedient developmental
rule for national economy is most important work, more than the building of social and public
infrastructures. Therefore, the fist doctrine in local development is to grasp the foreign direct
investment and to help grow the local economy. This situation make the competitiveness in
the region emerge fiercely, and sweetly present a false appearance of meta-regional
governance, even some cooperation agreement did not work, mainly depending on the “hard”

rule of local development.

In conclusion, this dissertation will highlight that the global city-region is an important
governance scale in post-reform China, and this strategy of state rescaling will be contributive
to reach the objective of regional governance through the process of spatial restructuring.
Either center government or local government, new political force from the restructuring of
global economy will recreate actively a developmental totem of China’s city-region, and
positively explore a new governance model of negotiation power balance.

There are six chapters in this dissertation. Except the introduction, chapters 2 will overview
the West theory, and apply 2 spatial discourses: “Rescaling” and “New Regionalism,” both
relating to the global city-region, to establish theoretical framework in this dissertation. In the
chapter 3, a detailed description about the development of city-region in the Yangtze River
Delta will make, and included: (1) a historical evolution in post-reform China; and (2) an
analysis of urban hierarchy and a spatial imagination in the Yangtze River Delta. The Chapter



4 will focus on portraying and classifying the models of China city-region governance, and
the evaluation as a necessary work will be done. In the chapter 5, a negative evidence and
question mark will be addressed. These empirical studies illustrate a governance failure in the
amalgamative development of China’s city-region, and tell some reasons why the
meta-governance didn’t work. These reasons, including competition between different spatial
scales, a weaken control role in the city-region, and the active attitude in the local
development, etc., are obstacles in the governance of China city-region. Finally, the last
chapter will be the conclusion and suggestion.

Key Words: Globalization, City-Region, Rescaling, Governance from
the State, and the Yangtze River Delta.



