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states: "Like our actual society, which it studies, social science is not unified but
divided in two: bourgeois sociology and Marxism.  The most important
representatives of these two lines of inquiry are Max Weber and Karl Marx. But the
sphere of their investigations is one and the same: the "capitalist” organization of a
modern economy and society. This common problem is becoming increasingly
apparent in recent sociological investigations. This field of inquiry became a
problem, and indeed a fundamental problem, not only because it comprises a specific
problematic of economy and society demanding separate treatment, but primarily
because this theme involves contemporary man in the whole of his humanity as the
fundamental basis of both social and economic questions." Thus Loewith sets for
himself the task: "to set out the similarities and differences in Marx's and Weber's idea
of man as the basis of economy and society.” Almost fifty years since the above
statement was made, it is still enlightening to follow the problematic set by Loewith.

Answer the following questions.

A. How do Marx and Weber assess the fate of modern man in the capitalist world?
Identify the similarities and differences between Marx and Weber in regard to

this issue.

B. What are the most prominent forms of modern social organization identified by
Marx and Weber? How do they define these social organizations? Whatare -
the similarities and differences between these two forms of modern social

organization 7

2. Emile Durkheim once states in his The Rules of Sociological Method.
"Comparative sociology is not a special branch of sociology, it is sociology
itself, in so far as it ceases to be purely descriptive and aspires to account for

facts."

A. What kinds of comparative studies Durkheim had carried out? (what kinds of

phenomenon, what kinds of society, what kinds of data, etc.?)

B. Weber is also known for his comparative studies. What is the primary goal and

presupposition of his comparative sociology of religion?
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1. Right in the very beginning of his Max Weber and Karl Marx, Karl Loewith
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