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(Feminism) [ ]
[A]
[ (sorting) the Great Divide
()
[ Simone de Beauvoir (1908-1986): “One is

not born, but rather becomes, a woman. No biological, psychological, or
economic fate determines the figure that the human female presents in
society; it is civilization as a whole that produces the creature,
intermediate between male and eunuch, which is described as feminine.”
(The Second Sex, 1949, ch. 12) [

[ John Lennon, 1940-1980
Yoko Ono, b.1933
Woman is the nigger of the world.

® Martin Luther (1483-1546): “Man does not exist for the sake of woman,
but woman exists for the sake of man and hence there shall be this
difference that a man shall love his wife, but never be subject to her, but
the wife shall honour and fear the husband.” (*“Vindication of Married
Life”)

® Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797):

(A Vindication of
the Rights of Woman, ch. 2)
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1903

Mary
Wollstonecraft 1759-1797 1792 A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman
Wollstonecraft: “Women are told from their infancy, and taught by the
example of their mothers, that a little knowledge of human weakness,
justly termed cunning, softness of temper, outward obedience, and a
scrupulous attention to a puerile kind of propriety, will obtain for them
the protection of man; and should they be beautiful, everything else is
needless, for, at least, twenty years of their lives.” (Vindication,
Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1975, ch. 2, p. 100) [

]

Wollstonecraft: “She was created to be the toy of man, his rattle, and it
must jingle in his ears whenever...he chooses to be amused.” (Vindication,
ch. 2, p. 118)

Wollstonecraft: “It is time to effect a revolution in female manners...and
make them, as a part of human species, labour by reforming themselves
to reform the world.” (Vindication, ch. 3) [

Ernestine Rose
“The...property of any female who may hereafter marry...shall not be
subject to the disposal of her husband nor be liable for his debts and shall
continue her sole and separate property as if she were a single female.”
(Married Women’s Property Act, Article I)

1
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1848 7 Seneca Falls Declaration

“The history of Mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations
on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute tyranny over her...He has never permitted
her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise. He has
compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she has no
voice.” [

]

”Having deprived her this first right of a citizen, the elective franchise,
thereby leaving her without representation in the halls of legislation, he
has oppressed her on all sides. He has made her, if married, in the eye of
the law, civilly dead. He has taken from her all right in property, even to
the wages she earns.”

“That woman is man’s equal----- was intended to be so by the Creator,
and the highest good of the race demands that she should be recognized
as such. That it is the duty of the women of this country to secure to
themselves their sacred right to the elective franchise.”

[

Elizabeth Stanton 1869
The National Women’s Suffrage Association
1867
Thorstein Veblen, 1857-1929 1899
vicarious leisure

Veblen: “Elegant dress serves its purpose of elegance not only in that it is
expensive, but also because it is the insignia of leisure. It not only shows
that the wearer is able to consume a relatively large value, but it argues at
the same time that he consumes without producing. The dress of women
goes even farther than that of men in the way of demonstrating the
wearer’s abstinence from productive employment.” (Theory of the Leisure
Class) [

]
Veblen: “[The] high heel, the skirt, the impracticable bonnet, the corset,
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and the general disregard of the wearer’s comfort which is an obvious
feature of all civilized women’s apparel, are so many items of evidence to
the effect that in the modern civilized scheme of life the woman is still, in
theory, the economic dependent of the man, ...that...she...still is the
man’s chattel.” (TLC) [

]
Virginia Woolf, 1882-1941

Woolf: “The history of men’s opposition to women’s emancipation is
more interesting perhaps than the story of that emancipation itself.” (A
Room of One’s Own, Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1945, p. 57)
first-wave feminism political liberation

Susan M. Okin: “Women are still second-class citizens, very far from
equality with men in a number of crucial respects.” (Women in Western
Political Thought, Princeton Univ. Press, 1992, p. 309)

second-wave feminism women’s
liberation

patriarchy
Kate Millet : male shall dominate female, elder
male shall dominate younger.

sexual oppression generational
oppression
Gerda  Lerner:  “Patriarchy...means the manifestation and
institutionalization of male dominance over women and children in the
family and the extension of male dominance over women in society in
general. It implies that men hold power in all the important institutions
of society and that women are deprived of access to such power.” (The
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Creation of Patriarchy, p. 239) [

housework
Simone de Beauvoir: “(Domestic) work has a negative basis: cleaning is
getting rid of dirt, tidying up is eliminating disorder....Few tasks are
more like the torture of Sisyphus than housework....She never senses
conquest of a positive Good, but rather indefinite struggle against
negative Evil....The battle against dust and dirt is never won.” (The
Second Sex, ch. 16) [ /

]

Gerda Lerner: “A feminist world-view will enable women and men to
free their minds from patriarchal thought and practice and at least to
build a world free of dominance and hierarchy, a world that is truly
human.” (The Creation of Patriarchy, p. 229)

Gender division: public man,

private woman

sex gender

sex : the biological given
gender : the culturally created
sex natural difference gender

artificial difference
gender division biology
is destiny
child-bearing — child-rearing?
“The personal is the political.”

orgasm
Adrienne Rich (b.1929): “Lesbian existence
comprises both the breaking of a taboo and the rejection of a compulsory

way of life. It is also a direct or indirect attack on the male right of access
to women.” [
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[4]
[ pro-life vs. pro-choice
fetus
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[ VS. newborn baby

® Hester Eisenstein: “Control of the reproduction was thus necessarily a
crucial feminist issue, and...had always been essentially a political
struggle over the right of women to win self-determination. Politically,
then, the right not to become a mother was central to feminist analysis.”
(Contemporary Feminist Thought, p. 70)[

]
® Florynce Kennedy: “If men could get pregnant, abortion would be a
sacrament.”
[ repossession of our
bodies

® free sex-love
® woman-controlled technology

[ ] Susan
Moller Okin

child-bearing
child-rearing
unpaid
Okin, 1989a: 42-44; Okin, 1979: 301f
Okin, 1989b: 180-181 household
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maternal altruism

Michelle Barrett & Mary Mclntosh: “It is the over-valuation of family life
that devalues these other lives. The family sucks the juice out of
everything around it, leaving other institutions stunted and distorted.”
(The Anti-social Family, p. 78)

Barrett & Mclntosh: “It is indeed a unit of sharing, but in demanding
sharing within it has made other relations tend to become more
mercenary. It is indeed a place of intimacy, but in privileging the
intimacy of close kin it has made the outside world cold and friendless,
and made it harder to sustain relations of security and trust except with
kin. Caring, sharing and loving would be more wide-spread if the family
did not claim them for its own.” (The Anti-social Family, p. 80) [

Barrett & Mcintosh: “What is needed is not to build up an alternative to
the family...but to make the family less necessary, by building up all
sorts of other ways of meeting people’s needs, ways less volatile and
inadequate than those based on the assumption that ‘blood is thicker
than water.”” (The Anti-social Family, p. 159)

Frigga Haug et. al.: “The ways in which patriarchy is structured attribute
to women no desire of their own. Instead women occupy a hallowed
space as objects of male desire.” (Female Sexualization, p. 79) [

]
pornography & erotica

Diana Russell: “I define pornography as material that combines sex and/or
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the exposure of genitals with abuse or degradation in a manner that
appears to endorse, condone, or encourage such behavior.” (Against

Pornography, p. 3) [

/
]

® Diana Russell: “Erotica refers to sexually suggestive or arousing material
that is free of sexism, racism, and homophobia, and respectful of all the
human beings and animals portrayed.” (Against Pornography, p. 3) [

® Pornography

pornography

{2}

Susan Griffin
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the myth of the supremacy of sex-love

radicalesbianism

heterosexuality
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® “man-identified woman” vs. “woman-identified woman”

[ ] VS.

® Anais Nin: “Each woman has to know herself, her problems, her
obstacles. | ask woman to realize she can be master of her own destiny.
This is an inspiring thought. To blame others means one feel helpless.
What | liked best about psychology is the concept that destiny is interior,
in our own hands. While we wait for others to free us, we will not
develop the strength to do it ourselves.” (In Favour of the Sensitive Man,
Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1976, p.25) [
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